	STATE OF MINNESOTA
	DISTRICT COURT

	
	

	COUNTY OF []
	[] JUDICIAL DISTRICT

	
	

	
	CASE TYPE: [Dissolution With Children or Dissolution Without Children]  

	In Re the Marriage of 

[Name], 


Petitioner,

and

[Name],


Respondent.

	Court File No. [] 

Hon. [Name of Judge] 

DOMESTIC RELATIONS ORDER


The above matter came before the undersigned on [date].  Based upon all the files, records and proceedings herein, the Court makes the following Order: 

1. The Judgment and Decree (“Decree”) of dissolution in this matter was entered on [month, day, year].  
2. The period of the parties’ marriage was [] years and [] months.
3. [Name of PERA member] (hereinafter “Participant”) has accounts in the following Public Employees Retirement Association (“PERA”) plans: [for example, Coordinated Plan, Correctional Plan, Police and Fire Plan].  

4. This Order applies to all of the Participant’s PERA accounts,


or 

This Order applies to Participant’s [Police and fire Plan, Coordinated Plan, Correctional Plan] account.

5. [Name of former spouse] is the Alternate Payee.

6. The Participant’s current address is [     ].  

7. The Participant’s date of birth is [     ].  
8. The Alternate Payee’s current address is [     ].

9. The Alternate Payee’s date of birth is […..]. 
10. The Participant and the Alternate Payee shall notify PERA, 60 Empire Drive, Suite 200, St. Paul, MN 55103-2088, of any change of address. 
11. There is no liquid or readily liquidated martial property sufficient to offset the value of the Participant’s PERA benefits, therefore this order divides the Participant’s future PERA retirement annuity and disability benefits.  

12. The Alternate Payee, the Alternate Payee’s estate, or the Alternate Payee’s survivors, shall receive from PERA a fixed percentage of the Participant's interest in the PERA pension plan when a retirement annuity or disability benefit becomes payable, as determined by application of the following formula: 

[One-half, one-third, one quarter] multiplied by the amount of each monthly retirement and disability benefit, multiplied by a fraction, the numerator of which shall be (insert number of years and months), representing the number of years of the parties' marriage during which the Participant was a contributing member of PERA, not to exceed the Participant’s years of service credit, and the denominator of which shall be the total number of years that the Participant was a contributing member of PERA at time of termination, not including the years for which Participant took a refund of contributions.  If the Participant receives a disability benefit from the PERA Police and Fire Plan, the denominator shall be the years Participant was a contributing member of the PERA Police and Fire Plan at the time of termination or the years of service the disability benefit is based upon, whichever is greater.   

or

The Alternate Payee, the Alternate Payee’s estate, or the Alternate Payee’s survivors, shall receive from PERA [dollar amount] per month from Participant's interest in the PERA pension plan when a retirement annuity or disability benefit becomes payable.  If the Alternate Payee dies prior to the end of the specified payment period, [any remaining payments shall be paid to the trustee of Alternate Payee’s estate or group of survivors for subsequent apportionment by the trustee] or [any remaining payments shall revert to the Participant].  

13. The Participant shall not apply to PERA for a refund of accumulated contributions and may not assign or otherwise encumber the Participant’s PERA contributions.  

14. Optional paragraph requiring the participant to select a survivor option for the alternate payee.  The Participant shall elect the [25, 50, 75, 100] percent survivor option, naming Alternate Payee as survivor for the period of their marriage.  
15. May be used if the participant has remarried and dies before monthly benefits begin; awards a portion of the surviving spouse’s benefit to the alternate payee.  The Alternate Payee is to be paid that part of the survivor benefits payable due to the Participant's death that is attributable to or was accumulated during the period of marriage between the Participant and the Alternate Payee.
16. The Participant shall name the Alternate Payee as the designated beneficiary of a portion of the Participant’s PERA account to receive one-half of deductions reported during the period of marriage plus interest.

This Order is not intended, and shall not be construed in such a manner as to require PERA to pay more than is payable under the terms and time period of its plans; to pay any type of benefit not available under its plans; to assign any benefits or payments previously required to be paid to another Alternate Payee; or to require any payment or option inconsistent with any federal or state law, rule, regulation or judicial decision.  

17. The Participant and the Alternate Payee shall be responsible for paying state and federal income tax on their respective payments.  

18. Any benefit increases paid after monthly benefits begin shall be prorated between the Participant’s and the Alternate Payee’s portions.
19. In the event that the PERA pays to the Participant or the Alternate Payee any payment or benefit that is assigned to the other party, the party receiving the errant payment shall reimburse the other party within ten days of receipt of the errant payment.
20. This Court retains jurisdiction over this matter to amend this Order and to enter such further orders as are necessary to enforce the assignment of the Participant’s PERA account(s) to the Alternate Payee as set forth herein. 
LET JUDGMENT BE ENTERED ACCORDINGLY.

Dated: __________________________
_______________________________________







[Name]
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